Mayor Kasim Reed and the Clinton Global Initiative Announce Major
Commitments to Benefit the City of Atlanta
Posted Date: 6/13/2016 7:00 PM

Mayor’s Office of Communications
55 Trinity Avenue, Suite 2500 • Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Anne Torres, Director
404-330-6423, office
404-904-2618, cell
amtorres@atlantaga.gov

Jenna Garland, Press Secretary
404-330-6612, office
404-357-5579, cell
jgarland@atlantaga.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 13, 2016

News Release
Mayor Kasim Reed and the Clinton Global Initiative Announce Major Commitments to
Benefit the City of Atlanta
ATLANTA – Mayor Kasim Reed today announced four Commitments to Action which will spur economic
development and job growth, create sustainable greenspace and provide financial services in West
Atlanta at the sixth annual Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) America meeting, held in Atlanta this week. CGI
CEO Bob Harrison joined Mayor Reed for the announcement, along with some of Atlanta’s leading civic
and business organizations, including The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation and Atlanta-based Equifax.
CGI America brings together leaders in business, philanthropy, government and nonprofits to develop
solutions that encourage continued economic growth, support long-term competitiveness and increase
social mobility in the United States. Each CGI America participant makes a Commitment to Action: a new,
specific, and measurable plan that supports increased economic growth and opportunity.
“It is my privilege to announce these new Commitments to Action with our partners, including a $2.5
million challenge grant to fund Mims Park, along with projects to create jobs, reduce poverty and
unemployment, increase financial literacy, boost energy efficiency and expand greenspace,” said Mayor
Kasim Reed. “These new projects are a direct benefit of the Clinton Global Initiative America hosting its
annual meeting in the City of Atlanta. I offer my gratitude for each one of our partners in this effort, and to
the Clinton Global Initiative for inspiring us to look around, recognize a need in our communities, and take
action to address those needs.”
The new initiatives announced today include:
Mims Park, a newly-constructed greenspace which will serve as a catalyst for economic development on
the Westside. To fund design and construction, the Trust for Public Land recently secured $2.5 million in
funding from The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation in the form of two separate challenge grants: The

Trust for Public Land received $250,000 and will secure another $450,000 when an equal amount in
private matching funds is raised. The remaining $1.8 million will be secured at the completion of the
campaign. The City of Atlanta will provide $18.5 million in funding.
The City of Atlanta Department of Parks and Recreation, in conjunction with The Trust for Public Land,
will update previous plans for the 16-acre park developed by the National Monuments Foundation. The
Trust for Public Land has selected a national landscape architecture firm, and has begun community
engagement events which will ensure that residents’ input is incorporated in the planning and design for
the new park. In addition, City of Atlanta will carry out important environmental remediation work, and will
fund and manage the design and construction of a stormwater retention pond which will help address
historic flooding concerns.
Boone Park West, a collaborative effort between Park Pride, the Department of Parks and Recreation,
the Mayor’s Office of Sustainability and several other organizations to transform several blighted urban
lots into sustainable new public space. The centerpiece of the new park will be an infrastructure
component designed by the Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, which will be able to capture and clean 35,000
cubic feet of stormwater runoff from local neighborhoods. The new park will be designed through a
community-inclusive process.
Construction Ready: Putting Atlantans to Work, a collaboration between the Construction Education
Foundation of Georgia, the Center for Working Families Inc., Atlanta Workforce Development Agency, the
Annie E. Casey Foundation, Atlanta Career/Rise, United Way, Georgia Ready Mix Concrete Association
and HB NEXT. The program will provide construction and ready mix driver training to more than 250
residents in Atlanta communities south of Interstate 20. The initiative will target participants from
communities where more than 20 percent of the population is unemployed, who will receive full-time,
living-wage employment over the next three years. Of the 250 metro Atlanta residents, the program aims
to serve 150 formerly incarcerated individuals, and increase the participation of women in the program
from 10 percent to 15 percent.
Westside Financial Capability Center, a commitment by the National Federation of Community
Development Credit Unions to provide access to affordable financial services to the 44 percent of
residents living below the poverty line in local neighborhoods. The center will open its doors in early 2017
in West Atlanta with $450,000 in funding committed by Equifax. It will provide financial counseling as well
as checking and savings accounts and payday alternative loans.
Creation Care Education and Energy Stewardship Initiative, a commitment from Historic Ebenezer
Baptist Church to provide education around energy savings led by its award-winning Creation Care
Ministry. The program, in partnership with BlocPower, the Southeast Energy Alliance, Center for
Sustainable Communities and Green Faith, will include a comprehensive energy audit of Ebenezer’s
worship, educational and community buildings to recommend energy savings and solar generation
methods. The program will also educate Ebenezer’s congregants on how to implement energy efficiency
at home.
For more information about the Clinton Global Initiative, visit www.clintonfoundation.org/clinton-globalinitiative.

